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2Qth April, 1967-.

Dear Mr. O’Brien,

Your name appears in the records of those who may have taken 
part in the airborne assault on Holland in September, 1944. I am 
therefore writing to ask for your help with some research that we 
are doing on behalf of Mr. Cornelius Ryan, author of The Longest Day 
and, more recently, The Last Battle.

Would you be kind enough to answer the following questions in 
the spaces provided. Please return this letter to me as soon ab 
possible so that Mr. Ryan may include your experiences in the account 
of the airborne invasion of Holland which he is planning to write. 
The book will include a chapter entitled "Where They Are Today", in 
which your name and occupation will be listed with full acknowledgment. 
Your assistance will be very much-appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

Mi chael Randolph 
Editor, British Editions

1) Are your name and address correct on this letter? If not, 
please amend them.

2) If you can be reached by telephone, please give your number.

Soft#./ A/o 'I’g.kle.PHVfi/lL,

3) What is your present occupation?

£2. TcgS 1 WORK fl 6#*

4) What was your rank and unit in September 1944?

. >1™8f)TTQL.(0fi/ PfiRftCMVTE. H&CilMErtT, I ^fllRgoRWg

5) What was your age in'September 1944?

23 -

6) Were you engaged or married then? To whom? If 
married, did you have any children at that time?

I MR&Ri&b 'To IzLLEfi/ AT •THfil "Tim E. f) Jc*/,
nX O‘-d- '

7) Where were you born?

I VP Jfj J/? 8io «a /A.X?Ao X i-loM£ Pw RTEEj J '/EMS

/ KA/gvx/ c >/2 ffiTHErt, OR WHERE I jBO/?XT...........'
De Witt Wallace vsa  LiiaBell Wallace usa *

G Ravenscroft V Ross GAG Selby-Lowndes P S Crane mc



TWO

8) Wljat previous action had you seen? /V / h/fif /V op/? kvcnk /?EcT\

/SrilERTTcPbSHiRE, ! TX'a'a/ FERRy §vry TRom  pIrric H.

To C/>X/£ S( AS <*? J~Ewi& CrVNNltR 7'frzC RkiT > RiRcRfiFT/ f-oR ^ES7Royt^y 

Zoexe ///V,SJ,! W '* 'fz-ZF ^e See F foR ^EfiMy Three  VE/rfSjw THE Rfi-Sc. 
w Th  THE 7th  AQrtODftzb. J)/v< . x x„i x • ' +u

9) When did you learn that you were going to take part m the
operation in Holland? t)3wr FoBR PREviofjS. HE Hfib ft PEW $RiEf>wc,S
Be Po Re TH<S,whic H were  CAme^ed cwiwc/ t ° THEMA>m Arm */ &RE»K'Wa TH Pouch  
For  /z/jr/wzi on 7HG. AiRRiCki} flAZ- j)fi'/ Oh  fifty To Ta  HE cPP>

10) What was,your reaction? Were you, for example, anxious,

resigned or relieved to be going into action? / THt*/K I Pel t  a  MmruPE of- 

ML riJRfzE.'ftf/tfci>S $ECflu3F I SpvE AkWAyS P>Etw EiKETRiS, EvE^- rfe^f/PESiqHgj) 

Sec RoSE. I Cflvi<)AJo ftwyTH/Tj PBoOT iT R^y^Ay^HEri aWE /J ft PRw ATE !»The  

AMyRM AcgJ AS oa /E iS Tvij ) withov T tfy'cifto*/.

REl /Eve A &ECftuSi' l*TftS t AnB WAfJTEd <t£T IV/7W V7/£ Jog.
11) What was the trip like into Holland? Did you see anything

unusual? Do you remember any conversations you had, or

how you passed the time on the journey? ■'i'UE. Tfitf ^AS UtSEvevriZvL. . J\jSr 

THE Vfual  T'MK.nE cwrr£ HftPPyTb c>y/?
OAJ A EfiSy TH/^C.2 PLA/Ed Ely MWH RoA ft '^hl/C^£3 

It/THE 8ok  wme.H PuT ozv TP& Pl Qv £_ a/o C>h £ 'Top tTuERE WAS fl 

Lit t l H. PPPRE.Hij&JSiD'Jt&c]- &aj  TUP. whcl Z iP cv R PkflPE AT jjPftST wE WERE CftkH

12) How., did you feel about a daylight operation? Do you recall 

13)

any conversations with your friends about it? What was said?

THE PE wa S A Kwi) e>f Srava  jo /az Th E^ PflRfi C/juTE yr" HEvEP ^Eeme A

T'o HftiJE flpy pEEkiWCS tf Hear t "JunEPoa  A/R PkAt/&.S WAS Co/y^otJ PLACE, 
I jit>uT T/ituK iT HHTrEREb^HAT >7 htffS To He A ^AyL/^HT ^RoP, 1 Jz^) Sfiy 

To Hy that  there . woeKo»'r He Rwy chaoses  we  Re /ieh Sic r e ^ PRoh  w/cyr 
What were the rumours? Had you heard, for example, that if HfW°EYAcS

the invasion of Holland was successful, the war would be over

by the coming winter? y&S ALWAyS THERE HERE Humov RS^E WEvER SPORE 

oH ,Sa wE PRESOiiEi) iT wovl ^ Sho Pt EW THE H/)R,AkSo HE Tal Keh  of 

SToPPiHC] t HC ^REa^PDl V 2 Rochet  Pttack S oh  , which  / Th /TH

HEAiz <o Ra^E TREiR EfT£cTt otJ MoRAkE

14) Did you keep a diary or notebook of what happened to you during
any part of September, 1944? ' Do you ,still have it? a/q , So/?/?y t {JifiWT ife^R 

R , &vT I Save  A fftiRky qooij riEHotiy, ih  / (SA*j yDi} WlTn

IWPoAHftTio^ J wiul  wzU/v^AMv _____

15) Were any of your friends killed or wounded on the day of the 
drop or on subsequent days? ^cS *h E g A Two  ov THE T/RST

several  ft?0H flirt ftifir-S, Sh /PERS
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16) Do you remember any conversations you had with them before they
•J became casualties? / REHeh REP TfiKH(y tR<>M THREE

) #<’07 7/ fl ATT WHo WERE jy/t/J wovn QS yfHfly fl^KEd ME To fiiRTTE

f\ ' <o 77/5//? Hdth /sRS, wE m-AWERE /M fl CE/t-nR tn (^envE

JotJiEX THREW /? CR£h /H)E THfc\JC<H THE h/zvz)o»v. / V£V£€ 'trcte ^ 
PaReht S,

17) Were you wounded or captured during this period? Can you give
details? i VoT wcirv^j), Bor I PflA /A/jv££d My &ACM o» Hf

5fC pARAC-MTE T^MP, owoij To Hy LEfl REC.b^n^y TAM^EA OP /H 7HE

AX ktHE2, MV PARA<Htvt E n/trf M^y Tho  THtAdf AS J i)R0PP£pf fiJ^So i-FpEf
<\ >P "THE &A 77^/PE)Rt  CF fl RcoF CfiyyjtPteb OAT HE,fH fi ifoiM W TA(

097 Sift Ar 3 cP fifa/MEH ftfrSRTHtyt H/trf AM oPEWioH To  hmf  Ef" foynP
I PRCifi/F A P/EMboM MoWt j MAS C.t)PTUP$b *>M $EfT 2b>

18) Do you remember any significant dealings you may have had with 
Dutch civilians or members of the Dutch Underground? Please 
explain.

NcThiMy fiEA^uy j*/yM/E>e.fl*T, v»£ IESP7 ovT cP Th E/R wfly, wnEM 

WE Pound 'Them  >*j the  Cem -PPI ostisp ^aek Ep^e we  gct  them

)AfVDi.v£b ijp fiC7iO4.

19)

20)

22)

What do you recall most vividly about the country of Holland?

'iEAy Peo Pk E V£py I I^fivp -To ft wen pwb

Do you recall any incidents with the Germans - fights, 
surrenders, truces or conversations you may have had with them 

afterwards?^W, £1S&^.

jWo«xd IWf tirrff iU!££i '& 4 fer/w ^wo

Um esx££a-£iUi£d
toj.B.fiuT inU fof vol ir a K<,ee t/M &

JjEHrtftoJ i^rfy^TP'/

Do youTcndW Of"6thers who took part in the operation, to whom 
we might write? Please give their names and last-known 
addresses.

ScRRy, rft> cc»TRcr wi7H FWyowE.'

1 on THE PiK(fH/HA<fP tn Sfp TEh EEP, Cocaj  ^£7- 

if y«v» Re Aiiy hee ^ THEM

Do you recall seeing or hearing anything that seems humorous 
now, even though it may not have seemed so at the time?

I ^HEfi&EP PEiHA Tl^HEi) >TH

Do you recall any incident, sad or heroic or sili^ynKftrorSble, 
which struck you more than anything else?

Ml-lE EfiTriJS /h GSTEf?gE£/f' WERE /M fyn^) PRbtAjTwE 

L/r7AE CHintcHWERE PRETTy ^PlMf HowbEb MA ^y,Hj ^)ERe  

ftAk AR0UH1}fl JuTCH WbHRM fx)7o MtiE tp/uRcM, P'M)

t/AvE COvRfy^/f &cyS t Cfod /f Hi7H THiHy Sr/cKP

pUf M/MA HcR& THh H ftjJy)~H/H c E^Sfl Please turn over
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24) In times of crisis, people generally show great ingenuity 
or self-reliance; others sometimes do stupid things.
Do you recall any examples of either?

- Vc / KCr/cS ftuyTHnJCj ua J^E'^ THE C-ititv r1177WC£<Lf

we //?,/) -/?/?£n Extk &h E Ttfiri/SHr fa Ten ^ny-S,HHd ITH/k K THAT'

If you need extra space for your answers to any questions, 
please write below. When you have completed.this Questionnaire, 
we would-tappredate your returning it in the enclosed reply-paid 
envelope. We shall, of course, acknowledge it.- Thank you very 
much for your help. -

X *THWK / /iTHE Q\)e?rio*sS AS wi>kL Xtf 1 (LflfJ. 

-r>//5 Zfa774£ HfiS Effect  ny Zz/Qf vtfiy Much zr

7 AZow PfivE PEiJHM CtniE HE fbfi ft WEEK Ev&?y

/EM, Wb Hy H>EE ZW<) / ATAy W)TFf THEM WH*# k/E fc OH THE AfaJHtrl 

Plk

I /lAVEtP)C7ufi£ HJ H\/ S/77/A/y tfooM PfhhiTff) gy Jftviij

SMMW),e>E P/tfT Of 7H£ tfyrTAg Vfgy fc^i

Wo UrrKZ H^iEA,Tci:C Of THg which  THE

^urc/y PfcfkE Hflvt I Smkl . He THEPf See X.

THhHK yc^,' fa? HE W THE WefA|) 7o

yctf nJ EoEgy wny / PfirrtE *THE fwT^ ^H»Hy

/H CfiTTkE FH WHICH HELMUT /" fofl fa)Jt &)yS Mj Af/r///C^T

TifkP yctif! jvcvaz ) wEkOonE fifySoDy ytHo fo Cche  To/fy s/e/^

Mff ME ftfjyTH^f) , •

/ou

ou/?s Sf*/cEfi&y

flrtTfM u PP/eA

k/MES PoAt}

hlgTTI^M CPo^


