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ar Mr. O'Brien,

Your name appears in the records of those who may have taken
part in the airborne assault on Holland in September, 1944. I am
therefore writing to ask for your help with some research that we
are doing on behalf of Mr. Cornelius Ryan, author of The Longest Day
and, more recently, The Last Battle.

Would you be kind enough to answer the following questions in
the spaces provided. Please return this letter to me as soon as
possible so that Mr. Ryan may include your experiences in the account
of the airborne invasion of Holland which he is planning to write.
The book will include a chapter entitled "Where They Are Today", in
which your name and occupation will be listed with full acknowledgment.
Your assistance will be very much-appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

e ot

Michael Randolph
Editor, British Editions

Are your name and address correct on this letter? If not,
please amend them.
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If you can be reached by telephone, please give your number.
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Were you engaged or married then? To whom? If
married, did you have any children at that time?
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What was the trip like into Holland? Did you see anything
unusual? Do you remember any conversations you had, or
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How did you feel about a daylight operation? Do you recall
any conversations with your friends about it? What was said?
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Did you keep a diary or notebook of what happened to you during .
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Were any of your friends killed or wounded on the day of the
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Do you remember any conversations you had with them before they
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explain.

A/cr;,m/; ,(154“/./ S/GNiFICans ., WE KEPT ouT oF THER WAY . Wi GN
WE Founy TIEM 1w THE CEAAR] N OSTEREsE) IN CASE wz gel THEM
INVELVEY 1V ACT 104, '

What do you recall most vividly about the country of Holland?
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you kn ers who took part in the operation, to whom

we might write? Please give their names and last-known
addresses.
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Do you recall seeing or hearing anything that seems humorous
now, even though it may not have seemed so at the time?
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which struck you more than anything else?

Rim g THE BATris 1w CSTERLEEK . NE WERE v AwY Are cB) Tur

LiT?4lE CHURCH THINGS WERE PRETTY GRIA, Wevndcd Aug Jymw§ nwHERE
Pht AROUNY , WHEN A JuteH wiman  CRAWLEN INTO THE CHVRcH , R4

SRy HAvE COVRAGE gc/S ! L;cd 1§ Wirn ,/u/,'fmj ‘/”'Vy Sree s s
MY MiNQ HoRE THAN AV yrwm's BSIE Please turn over
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or self-reliance; others
Do you recall any examples
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If you need extra space for your answers to any questions,
please write below. When you have completed. this Questionnaire,
we would-appreciate your returning it in the enclosed reply-paid
envelope. We shall, of course, acknowledge it. Thank you very
much for your help.
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